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What is the REACH Programme:

ITB’s REACH programme is an admissions scheme which offers entry on ITB’s courses on reduced points.  The REACH programme was developed by ITB to help support school leavers (who have completed an Irish Leaving Certificate) from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds who may not traditionally go on to third level.  REACH applicants are assessed on their financial, social and cultural status.  
The number of REACH places being offered in ITB will be spread across all the courses on offer and consequently a student may not be offered their first choice but might be offered a subsequent course choice in the Institute.  The order of preference on the CAO application form should at all times reflect the genuine preference choice.

Benefits:

ITB has a reserved a number of places on its course for eligible REACH students at reduced leaving certificate points.  Applicants must also meet the minimum course entry requirements to be considered for one of the reduced points places.  
Eligibility:

REACH applicants are assessed on their financial, social and cultural status.  The following are considered to assess eligibility:

1. Your family income.  
2. Whether your family received means-tested payments from the Dept. of Social Protection for at least 26 weeks in 2010
3. Whether you belong to a group that is under-represented in higher education based on the occupation and employment status of your parents(s) or guardians(s). Under-represented socio-economic groups are non-manual workers, semi-skilled and unskilled manual workers and agricultural workers.

4. Whether you have completed five years in a second level schools that takes part in the Delivery Equality of Opportunity in Schools (DEIS) scheme run by the Department of Education & Skills.

5. Whether you live in an area in which there is concentrated disadvantage – i.e. high unemployment, poverty and very few facilities in the community.
Application:
Students who wish to be considered for the REACH Programme must (a) have made an application through the CAO, completing the list of preferences according to your genuine interests and (b) completed the ITB REACH application form.  This can be done through the CAO ‘Change of Mind’ facility, if necessary.  All applicants must meet the minimum entry requirements for the relevant courses, (i.e. required number of passes, individual subject requirements), details of which are published in the institute’s prospectus and on the website www.itb.ie.

Applicants are assessed on the application form, academic reference and supporting documentation submitted.    The criteria used to select students for the programme are:  a) Financial circumstances;  b) Social background;  c) Personal statement (which will be used to assess your interest in the course and your commitment and motivation to succeed at third level);  d) Leaving certificate results and e) Academic reference completed by the School Principal or Guidance Counsellor.

Academic Reference:
The applicant must ensure that the School Reference section is completed in detail by the School Principal/Year Head/Form Teacher/Guidance Counsellor.  This reference is a vital tool used in the selection process and must be submitted to support your application.  If your school wishes the reference to remain confidential, it should be noted in the School Reference section of the application form and the reference can be submitted directly to the ITB Access Officer.
Supporting Documentation: 
We need to be able to assess the total family income.  The documentation you will need to submit will depend on your family circumstances (i.e. Employed, Self-Employed, Unemployed). 
Employed or Self-Employed: If your parent(s) received an income from employment, self-employment, land, farming or renting property you should submit a P21 or a Notice of Assessment for 2010.   Submit all pages including front and back.   If your parent(s) are exempt from paying tax provide a tax exempt letter from Revenue.   Supply document for both parents.  If you parents are jointly assessed one document is sufficient.
What is a P21?  A P21 is a statement of total income, tax credit and tax paid for a particular year for people in paid employment who pay all of their income tax under PAYE.  You do not automatically receive a P21 statement from Revenue, you must request this document.  Your P60 will not be accepted.  The quickest and easiest way to get your parent(s) P21 is to request it online at www.revenue.ie.  You can also request a P21 by forwarding your parent(s) P60 for 2010 to their local Revenue Office and ask for a P21.  It is essential to apply for a P21 early as it can take up to 8 weeks to issue.
What is a Notice of Assessment? A Notice of Assessment would have been sent out when your parent(s) completed their Pay and File tax return for 2010.  Contact your local Revenue Office or www.revenue.ie for more information.
Unemployed:  If your parent(s) received an income from The Department of Social Protection (DSP) in the year ending 31st December 2010 you complete page 8 of the application form ensuring that the following information is provided:
The total amount of social welfare income received in 2010;

The name of the person(s) receiving the payment;

The name of the payment(s) received;

Closing Date:

The closing date for receipt of applications in ITB is 5pm on Friday 30th March 2012.  You will also need to submit supporting financial documents relating to your household income by this date.  
Completed applications are to be submitted to The Access Officer, ITB, Blanchardstown Road North, Blanchardstown, Dublin 15.
Checklist:

	Have your parents/guardians contacted the Revenue Office for their P21 or Notice of Assessment?

	

	Have your parents/guardians brought the Social Welfare section of the form to your Local Social Welfare Office to be completed?
	

	Did you submit your application form before 5pm on Friday 30th March 2012?

	

	Did you submit the supporting financial documents before 5pm on 30th March 2012?
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Completed applications must be returned to the ITB Access Office, Blanchardstown Road North, 
Blanchardstown, Dublin 15 before 5pm on Friday 30th March 2012
	First Name:


	
	Date of Birth:
	

	Surname:


	
	Home Phone No:
	

	Country of Birth:


	
	Mobile Phone No:
	

	Email Address:


	


	Address:


	

	


 Particulars of Family (including those currently residing outside family home):
	Names of Family members
	Date of Birth
	Relationship to applicant
	*Highest Level of Education achieved to date
	Current/Most recent occupation or current place of study

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


* What is the highest level of education completed by family members?   E.g. Primary education, Group/ Inter /Junior Certificate, Leaving Certificate, Post Leaving Certificate, Vocational Training, Adult Education, Higher Certificate, Ordinary Bachelor Degree, Honours Bachelor Degree, Masters programmes, etc.  

Course Choices

Please list the course codes for the ITB courses for which you are applying under the REACH Programme in order of preference (e.g. BN001).  These courses must also be listed on your CAO application form.


	Level 6 / 7
	Level 8

	1
	
	1
	

	2
	
	2
	

	3
	
	3
	

	4
	
	4
	


    PPS Number:




         CAO Number: (8 digit number)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


  Second Level Attendance


	Schools Attended
	Years Attended

From:                     To:

	Primary School:
	
	

	Secondary School:
	
	


Second Level Examinations

	Junior

Certificate


	Leaving Certificate

Subjects 2010

	Year of Examination
	
	

	Subjects
	Level 

H or Ord
	Grade or Mark
	Subjects 
	Level

H or Ord 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


  Post Secondary Education (If applicable) e.g. Post Leaving Certificate courses 

	College Attended
	Dates of Attendance

From         To
	Course Title

(Include list of modules taken)
	 Module Results 
(Pass, Merit, Distinction)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


  Involvement in other activities in preparation for third level
	Give details of any involvement that you have had with ITB or any other third-level college initiative, e.g. TASTER Programme, Shadowing Events, Summer School, Tutoring Programme, Supervised Study, Open Days, Higher Options exhibitions etc.

	

	

	

	


Please answer all the questions below.  You do not need to use all the space available, but if you need to you may use a maximum of one additional page.  Please ensure that your answers are legible.

1. The reasons why you wish to go to the Institute of Technology Blanchardstown.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

2.
Your reasons for choosing the course(s) listed in your application form: (please make reference to course content, what you know of the course from your research)  

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

3.
The reason you think you should be offered a place under the REACH programme.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

4. What was your least favourite subject at school and how did you deal with this subject? Were 
you successful in this subject in your exams to date?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

5. Your personal strengths and experiences which you believe will help you to enjoy and succeed in your chosen course in the Institute.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

6. The support and assistance that you think you may need while studying at the Institute.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

7. Details of any employment, work experience, placement, or voluntary work; especially if it is relevant to your choice of course.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

8. Your social, sporting or other interests and activities.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

9. Any further information which would support this application.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

  Declaration

1. I certify that the information supplied is correct and complete.  

2. I agree that ITB may check my CAO course choices and CAO Change of Mind in order to process my application.

3. I agree that my financial details and supporting documentation may be reviewed by an independent financial advisor and they will be treated confidentially.

4. I understand that if I have misrepresented myself or given false declaration I will be ineligible for the REACH Programme.

5. I understand that some details on my application will be used for research purposes, but my name will never be used. 

    Signature of Applicant: 
     ____________________________________ 

Date: ________________
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Part 1 – To be completed by REACH Applicant

	Reach Applicant’s Name:


	

	PPS Number:


	


Part 2 – To be signed by the applicant’s Parent(s)/Guardian(s)

I authorise the release of the information outlined below for the purposes of assessing a REACH application.

________________________________________


________________________________________

Parent 1 / Guardian 1





Parent 2 / Guardian 2

Part 3 – To be completed by DPS Official in Local Social Welfare Office
	Parent1/Guardian1 Name:


	

	PPS Number:


	

	Type of Payments:

                                 Payment 1:
	

	                                 Payment 2:


	

	                                Payment 3:

 
	

	                                Payment 4:


	

	Total Social Welfare Income of all social welfare schemes paid to this PPS number in 2010

	€


	Parent1/Guardian1 Name:


	

	PPS Number:


	

	Type of Payments:

                                 Payment 1:
	

	                                 Payment 2:


	

	                                Payment 3:

 
	

	                                Payment 4:


	

	Total Social Welfare Income of all social welfare schemes paid to this PPS number in 2010

	€


	Signature of DPS Official:


	

	Date:


	

	DSP Official Stamp:


	


To be valid all forms must be completed, signed and stamped by a DSP official.   REACH is an admissions scheme which offers places on reduced points to school leavers from socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds.
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TO BE COMPLETED BY THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR, FORM OR YEAR HEAD.


Applicant’s Name: _______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Signature:  

______________________________________________________________
 

Position:

______________________________________________________________

School:

_______________________________________________________________
Date:

_______________________________________________________________




ITB REACH 2012 - 2013


School Leavers Access Programme








ITB REACH 2012 - 2013


Personal Information








ITB REACH 2012 - 2013


Family Income








ITB REACH 2012 - 2013


School Reference
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